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Olja Savičević (Kaštel Lukšić, 1974) is 
one of the best Croatian contemporary 
authors and a representative of the so 
called ‘lost generation’. She graduated 
from the Faculty of Humanities and So-
cial Science in Zadar. Her first poetry col-
lection was published when she was 14 
years old, and since then, she published 
thirteen works: six poetry collections, a 
short story collection, three novels and 
three picture books. Politically and social-
ly engaged, Olja’s work has been included 
in a number of Croatian anthologies and 
international selections. Her writing has 
been translated into eleven languages: 
German, English, Spanish, Italian, Bul-
garian, Dutch, Swedish, Macedonian, 
Slovenian, Hungarian and French, with 
excerpts of her prose and poetry trans-
lated and published into over thrity lan-
guages world-wide. For her works, Olja 
received a number of coveted national, 
regional and international awards. In 
2020, her novel Farewell, Cowboy was 
awarded the French award Prix du pre-
miere for the best debut novel trans-
lated in French. Farewell, Cowboy was 
wonderfully received by readers as well: 
a great success in the region, the book 
was adapted into a stage play. Her sec-
ond novel, Singer in the Night, received 
the British Pen Award. Her short stories 
collection To Make a Dog Laugh won the 
prize for best author under thirty-five 
awarded jointly by Vijenac. The poetry 
collection Mamasafari and Other Things 
was shortlisted for the “Kiklop Award for 
Best Collection of 2012”, awarded an-
nually by the Pula Book Fair. Reviews of 
Olja’s works have been published in the 
following newspapers and magazines: 
The Guardian, Le Monde Diplomatique, 
Berliner Zeitung, Die Zeit, Frankfurter 
Allgemeine Zeitung, La Republic, The 
Independent, The Irish Times, Corriere 
della Serra, The Atlantic, The Publisher 
Weekly, De Volkskrant, Jelenkor. 

Summers with Maria spans across a 
period of hundred years, more precisely 
across one hundred summer seasons 
from 1921 to 2021: through them, the au-
thor narrates the lives of her heroines, five 
women of the same family who all go by 
some variant of the titular name: Marieta, 
Mary, Masha, Mariola, Mara… We meet the 
oldest among them, Marieta, born in the 
dawn of the 20th century, as a sixteen-
year-old faced with unplanned pregnan-
cy. A century later, Mara, the youngest, 
travels across Europe digitally sketching 
the family tree of her female ancestors.

In less than 200 pages, Savičević man-
ages to paint a vivid fresco of a century 
of female emancipation, as effortlessly as 
flipping the pages of a family album. In a 

series of colorful fragments, we meet our 
heroines through their tiny and immense 
milestones: their first periods, war years, 
courtships and friendships, family gath-
erings, joys and tragedies, journeys and 
displacements, memories and dreams of 
their brighter future. Much like Alice Mun-
ro’s Lives of Girls and Women, Summers 
with Maria tells a universal tale of moth-
ers and daughters by telling about the 
everyday lives of women in a small Dal-
matian coastal town. The focus is on the 
intimate and the unknown; great histori-
cal events are never narrated, yet always 
echoed. It is a private history of women 
on the Balkans and the Mediterranean, 
tackling gender and national identities, 
one’s roots and private exiles, girlhood 
and womanhood as well as wars, lagers, 
political turmoil and its consequences on 
women’s intimate lives. Like her heroine 
Mariola, that may function as author’s al-
ter ego, Olja Savičević reconstructs the 
reality with the help of fiction; using oral 
history, archive tapes, photographs, doc-
uments and letters, she crafts a poetic 
chronicle, a yearbook bursting with life, a 
universal history of women’s experiences.

Reviews and praises:
“Olja Savičević Ivančević is a poet, a fact 
the reader is very well aware of: her use of 
language is skilful, economic, clear, and 
most importantly, seductive. Summers 
with Maria is a tale of (non)belonging, 
comings and goings, about the corro-
sive effect of time on the illusions of the 
youth. Like a river, it flows, yet stays in 
place”. Magdalena Blažević, a writer in 
Express magazine

“As in Savičević’ earlier works, the centre 
of this literary universe is the Mediterra-
nean, which shines most in the summer. 
The summer is one of the key motives not 
only in the title, but in the overall atmo-
sphere of the novel that the author cre-
ates, masterfully as ever. All is bursting 
with senses, everything you can touch, 
read, smell. Everything in Summers with 
Maria is rich and opulent, everything 
is “magical, soft and marvellous” even 
though we know well it is not and that 
paradox is its essence, and summers ex-
ist so we could see things clearer, more 
rooted in reality.” Jagna Pogačnik, a lit-
erary critic, Kritika HDP-a

“Reading Summers with Maria feels ex-
actly like you’re sitting among the wom-
en from the prologue, waiting for the men 
to stand up and go away, and you’re not 
listening to their stories, you’re absorbing 
them, and every story is grand and im-
portant, as are all Marias to whom they be-
long to are.” Antonija Radić, author’s agent
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publisher: Fraktura

year: 2022
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ISBN: 978-953358506-2

Translation rights sold: Serbia (Booka)

French sample translation available

represented by: Corti Literary Agency / Diana Matulić
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Boris Perić, born in 1966 in Varaždin (Cro-
atia), graduated German Language and 
Literature and Philosophy at the Philo-
sophical Faculty in Zagreb. He is a writ-
er, literary translator and journalist with 
various Croatian and foreign newspapers, 
journals and magazines. In addition to 
many of his own books he has published 
a large number of translations, including 
works by Martin Heidegger, J. W. von 
Goethe, Peter Handke, Hermann Hesse, 
Thomas Bernhard and Günter Grass. 

Professor Tomislav Pletenac was born 
in 1967. In Varaždin. He graduated at the 
Technical Faculty in Maribor (Slovenia) and 
then ethnology and museology at the Fac-
ulty of Humanities and Social Sciences in 
Zagreb (Croatia). His PhD thesis (Universi-
ty in Zagreb) investigated the postcolonial 
framework of East European ethnology. 
Later his work was focused on theoreti-
cal psychoanalysis, genocide studies and 
popular culture. Last year he started to 
work as professor of Visual Studies at the 
Academy of Fine Arts in Zagreb. Apart of 
numerous articles in scientific journals he 
wrote studies on fantastic creatures of 
Istria and Kvarner, Balkan vampires (with 
co-author Boris Perić) and urban anthro-
pology of Zagreb. Additionally, he wrote 
again in collaboration with Boris Perić four 
books of literary essays: You Cannot Do 
It (anti self-help), Textbook for Extremists, 
Croatian Political Animals and Forced to 
Think: How Rock ’n’ Roll Can Help You to 
Think Less. Tomislav Pletenac also trans-
lates Nick Cave lyrics to kajkavian language 
and occasionally performs them on piano.

The book “Ne možeš ti to”/ “You can’t do 
it” presents a series of theoretical-liter-
ary reviews of established patterns of 
errors, misconceptions and failures. It 
offers outlines of theoretical “history of 
failure” from ancient civilizations to the 
neoliberal spirit of today. Failure should 
not be understood as a category re-
served exclusively for business ventures 
and entrepreneurship as such, because 
experience teaches us that everything in 
life can be imprinted into its coordinates, 
instructions and formulas - from person-
al, emotional, and even sexual failures, all 
the way to those in the arenas of high 
politics, media or - why not? - everyday, 
largely unprofitable, crime. 

“Ne možeš ti to”/ “You can’t do it” - quite 
understandably - requires, in addition to 
the basic text, a series of detours, which, 
like a slightly expanded glossary, explain 
basic concepts that we often think we 
understand, even though we are not real-
ly aware of their true meaning (for exam-
ple: the difference between morals and 
ethics, the relativity of the moral impera-
tive, the concept of work and work ethics 
in different socio-economic systems and 
ideologies, etc.) It is the authors’ inten-
tion that the text retains the necessary 
humorous undertones until the very end. 

Why should we always be happy, dream 
of success or compare ourselves with 
others? This unique philosophical tract 
with literary undertones demystifies our 
hysterical search for true happiness. And 
it does so in a hilarious way…

BORIS PERIĆ, TOMISLAV PLETENAC

Ne možeš ti to
You can’t do it

publisher: Naklada Ljevak

year: 2020

pages: 224

ISBN: 978-953-355-354-2

English sample translation available

rights: world rights avaliable
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Magija na hrvatskome  
povijesnom prostoru
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publisher: Školska knjiga

year: 2022

pages: 752

ISBN: 978-953-0-62025-4

rights sold: world rights available

English sample translation available

Deniver Vukelić was born in 1980. in Za-
greb, Croatia. He graduated from the 
Classical Grammar School in Zagreb, has 
M. A. in History and Croatian Language 
and Literature, and PhD in Ethnology and 
Anthropology (Faculty of Humanities and 
Social Sciences of University of Zagreb). 
He is History editor in chief in the Croatian 
publishing house Školska knjiga since 
2013. Main topics of scientific research 
interest are magic and magical practic-
es, witch trials, Neopaganisms and Old 
Faiths, religion and cultural history.
 
Books: 
Magija na hrvatskome povijesnom pros-
toru), 2021; Utjecaj magijskih predodža-
ba na oblikovanje hrvatskoga kulturnoga 
identiteta, 2018;

This book is full of amazing anthropo-
logical, ethnographic and ethnological 
data and exciting historical facts. In this 
richly equipped volume of 752 pages 
the author shows how magical systems, 
models and practices influenced Euro-

pean culture and cultural identity, includ-
ing some of the never before published 
research of Croatian history of magical 
practices and beliefs. In addition, it puts 
into a scientific context a number of con-
troversial phenomena, among which are 
practices of Satanism, Voodoo, witchcraft 
and pays attention to public charismatic 
magical practitioners of various profiles. 
Undoubtedly, it is an exciting work and 
has already attracted a lot of attention 
from the professional public, as well as 
from a wide readership. It is an excellent 
read for “everyone who wants to know 
who is who – from the Balkans baialacs 
and baialices, grabanciash, to muslim 
shiribazis and African babalawas, or 
to explore how history distinguished 
charlatans from magical practitioners, 
herbalists from witches, shamans from 
sorcerers, useful ancient wisdom from 
malignant magical practices and much 
much more”. The book was published by 
Croatian publishing house Školska knji-
ga d. d., first edition in 2021. and second 
edition in 2022.
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HRVOJE TKALČIĆ 

Potresi: divovi koji se 		
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Earthquakes: Sleeping Giants
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year: 2022
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ISBN: 978-953-355-597-3

rights sold: world rights available

English sample translation available

Hrvoje Tkalčić is a professor and Head 
of Geophysics at the Research School of 
Earth Sciences, the Australian National 
University in Canberra. He was born and 
raised in Croatia, where he obtained the 
Diploma of engineering degree in Phys-
ics, speciality in Geophysics with Meteo-
rology from the University of Zagreb. He 
received his PhD in geophysics from the 
University of California at Berkeley. He 
was a postdoctoral fellow at the Scripps 
Institute of the University of California 
San Diego and Lawrence Livermore Na-
tional Laboratory. He has authored over 
100 peer-reviewed research papers and 
the first book on the Earth’s inner core, 
published by the Cambridge University 
Press in 2017. His research interests in-
clude the structure and dynamics of the 
Earth’s interior using observational seis-
mology and mathematical geophysics, 
from the crust to the Earth’s centre. Pro-
fessor Tkalčić is a Director of the Warra-
munga Seismic and Infrasound Array in 
the Northern Territory, Australia, run on 
behalf of the UN Comprehensive Nucle-
ar Ban Test Treaty Organisation and the 
Australian Government. He participates 
in improving global coverage of seismic 
data by deployment in remote regions 
of the Earth, including its oceans. He re-
ceived an inaugural award by AuScope 
for Excellence in research in 2016. He was 
elected a Fellow of the American Geo-
physical Union in 2020 for groundbreak-
ing discoveries on Earth’s inner core and 

the development of innovative geophys-
ics methods to study seismic structures 
and sources. In 2022, the Royal Astro-
nomical Society in London awarded him 
the Price Medal for his breakthrough work 
in understanding the architecture of the 
seismic correlation wavefield and using 
his finding to provide the first unambig-
uous observational evidence that the 
Earth’s inner core is solid.

From the pen of the world-renowned 
Croatian scientist Hrvoje Tkalčić, the 
book ‘Earthquakes: Sleeping Giants’ ex-
plains the phenomenon of earthquakes 
and the entire physical world that lies 
behind it. Through ten chapters, written 
in an exquisite literary style, this magnif-
icent book takes the reader on a journey 
to the center of the Earth, discovering in 
the very heart of the globe the secrets of 
our universe. At the same time, Profes-
sor Tkalčić takes us on a journey through 
the Australian Outback, the awe-inspiring 
Southern Ocean, and even to Mars where 
today we can measure marsquakes.
‘Earthquakes: Sleeping Giants’ is rich 
in mythological reminiscences, de-
scribes some of the most breakthrough 
achievements in geophysics, and pres-
ents complex mathematical and physical 
problems. It manages to do all that in a 
manner worthy of great teachers and 
science communicators. With this book 
Hrvoje Tkalčić did for geophysics what 
Neil deGrasse Tyson did for astrophysics.

Davor Rostuhar was born in Zagreb in 
1982. He has been working as a writer 
and photographer since 2001, and has 
been a member of the Croatian Associ-
ation of Freelance Artists since 2008. He 
worked as a journalist and photographer 
for numerous magazines, such as Nation-
al Geographic Croatia, Meridijani, and Geo. 
Since 2013, he has been focusing on his 
own projects which take several years 
to develop. All of his projects are part of 
the Club for Expeditionism and Culture, 
of which he is co-founder and president. 
He published eight books, four of which 
have been translated to English, and one 
also to Serbian and German. Also, he is an 
author of two documentary films.

Books: Samo nek se kreće, 2003; Na putu 
u skrivenu dolinu, 2006; Džungla, 2009; 
Degustacija slobode, 2012; National Geo-
graphic: Hrvatska iz zraka, 2014; U zemlji 
zmaja, 2015; Polarni san, 2018; Ljubav oko 
svijeta, 2021

Translated books: The Journey’s Magic, 
2012; National Geographic: Croatia from 
above, 2014; Polar dream, 2018; Love 
Around the World, 2021

Movies: Polarni san (Polar dream), 2018; 
Ljubav oko svijeta (Love Around the 
World), 2021

After Anđela and Davor married, they set 
out on a remarkable honeymoon—trav-
eling for a year around the world while 
exploring love in a vast array of cultures. 
Their journey took them across six con-
tinents and 30 countries, from Bushmen 
in the African savanna to urban couples 
in the world’s biggest metropolises, from 
traditional polygamous harems to modern 
polyamorous communities, from hunt-
er-gatherers deep in the Amazon rain-
forest to indigenous tribes on the idyllic 
shores of the Pacific, from those who have 
never found love to those who have, in 
love, found everything. They spoke with 
renowned scholars and, faced with 
daunting challenges, also analyzed their 

own relationship, all to discover the true 
nature of love and whether it is universal. 
What they came up with, in the words of 
editor Kruno Lokotar, is “a book that heals 
with love and aspires to heal love.”

An intimate essay, a travel diary and an 
ethnographic study – all in one, this book 
presents an inspirational exploration that 
takes readers on a passionate journey 
through different aspects of the meanings 
that love has in today’s world.

Love Around the World was the most sell-
ing book in Croatia in 2021, month after 
month, with over 13.000 copies sold! Af-
ter people would buy it for themselves, 
they would often also buy it as a gift – for 
Valentine’s Day and birthdays, for newly-
weds and for wedding anniversaries, for 
friends and family members. But Love 
Around the World also proved to be a 
valuable part of corporate gift packages 
and has been used as such by various 
corporations in Croatia.

„This is a truly magnificent book—packed 
with touching and fascinating stories of 
love around the world. The people, the 
settings, their words: it’s elegant, authen-
tic, charming and hopeful. And what an 
astonished achievement by the authors–
to capture romance in so many corners 
of the globe.“ – Dr. Helen Fisher

Love Around the World is translated to En-
glish, Serbian, and soon a German trans-
lation will be available.

On Goodreads, Love Around the World has 
a high rating of 4.62, making it one of the 
highest rated books in contemporary Cro-
atian literature.

This book is a part of a larger project, 
which also resulted in a film that was 
the most viewed domestic film in Croa-
tian theaters in 2021 and the third most 
viewed Croatian documentary ever. It also 
won numerous prizes, most of which have 
been Audience Awards.

DAVOR ROSTUHAR

Ljubav oko svijeta
Love Around the World

publisher: Klub za ekspedicionizam i kulturu

year: 2021

pages: 400

ISBN: 9789534935002

rights sold: Germany, Serbia

Full English translation available
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Školska knjiga

Kašmir promet 

VF Libris

Srednja Europa

Profil

Znanje

Slatkopedija

Vuković&Runjić

Kršćanska sadašnjost

Harfa

Matica hrvatska

Mozaik knjiga

Meandar media

Naklada Ljevak

Naša djeca

Fokus komunikacije

Fraktura

Book&Zvook

CORTO LITERARY

VBZ

KEK

OceanMore

Hena com

Sandorf

Wednesday  19 Oct 2022 Thursday 20 Oct 2022 Saturday  22 Oct 2022

12:00-13:00

Promotion of picture books BAO, 

o meni by Kašmir Huseinović and 

Andrea Petrlik (Croatian-Chinese 

edition), Ljeto by Cao Wenxuan 

(winner of the Andersen Literature 

Award) and Yu Rong, and Dječak 

u šetnji by Peng Yuejun, one of 

the most renowned and influential 

Chinese children’s writers and Qu 

Lan. The picture book was edited 

by Kašmir Huseinović, Panda Books 

editions, Zagreb (with: Kašmir 

Huseinović and Andrea Petrlik)

13:00-14:00

Promotion of the English 

translation of the novel W by 

Igor Štiks in the project Facing 

Insecurities in Contemporary 

Europe (with: Igor Štiks and Seid 

Serdarević, in English)

CROATIAN CULTURAL 
COMMUNITY / MATICA
HRVATSKA WIESBADEN 
BRANCH:  

1) Riječ magazine 

2) Bojana Meandžija: Trči! 
     Ne čekaj me

3) Teološka Biografija Matije    
     Vlačića Ilirika

4) Vjeroispovijest i dijaspora

5) Pappel/Topola by Dalibor 
    Marković

14:00-15:00

Promotion of the English 

translation of the novel August 

after Midnight (Viljevo) by 

Luka Bekavac, part of the 

project Facing Insecurities in 

Contemporary Europe (with: Luka 

Bekavac and Seid Serdarević, 

in English)

15:00-16:00

Promotion of editions published 

by Dječja knjiga: Božić velikih 

čuda, Čuvar trešanja, Povratak 

iz Zelenzemlje, Mama koja grije 

Sunce, Potraga za srećom by 

Miro Radalj and Andrea Petrlik, 

Zimzeleni Žućo by Dragan 

Zlatović and Terra Badaj (with: 

Kašmir Huseinović and Andrea 

Petrlik)

Promotion of editions by Kašmir 

promet: Čarobna Mia (The 

Wishing Shelf Book Awards 2021 

UK) and Mia i duga by Hilary 

Hawkes and Andrea Petrlik and 

Princ brojeva, from the series 

of picture books about Sivko the 

mouse by Kašmir Huseinović and 

Andrea Petrlik, from the Patak 

i Medo series – Najbolji susjedi, 

Nezgodne zgode, Plivanje

i druge nezgodne zgode 

(with: Kašmir Huseinović and 

Andrea Petrlik)
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