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Intro…..

European Framework of Action –
Building on the momentum of EYCH 2018

The wider picture: Cultural heritage 
for a sustainable Europe

• Climate change
• DG RTD Horizon 2020/Europe
• DG DEFIS - Copernicus
• DG ECHO – UCPM

Next steps
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LEGACY of the EYCH 2018

Momentum: engagement of 

stakeholders, Member States and EU 

institutions

Common direction at European level, 

primarily in EU policies and 

programmes

Inspiration for Member States, 

Regions and cities, organisations, 

networks

In all 24 EU languages here!

European Framework for 

Action on Cultural 

Heritage

https://publications.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/5a9c3144-80f1-11e9-9f05-01aa75ed71a1/language-en/format-PDF/source-101251729


European Framework
4 key principles - 5 areas  - 14 clusters - over 65 actions 

Holistic

Mainstreaming / 
integrated

Evidence-based 
policy making 

Multi-stakeholder

Cultural heritage for an inclusive Europe: 

Participation and access for all

Cultural heritage for a sustainable Europe: 

Smart solutions for a cohesive and sustainable 
future

Cultural heritage for a resilient Europe: 

Safeguarding endangered heritage

Cultural heritage for an innovative Europe: 

Mobilising knowledge and research

Cultural heritage for a stronger global partnership:

Reinforcing international cooperation



EU policies and targets

‣ EU Emissions Trading System
‣ Effort Sharing Regulation
‣ National Energy and Climate Plans
‣ Land use
‣ Clean transport
‣ Adaptation 
‣ Energy Union
‣ Protection of ozone layer
‣ Global phase-down of HFCs

One of the 10 priorities: “A Resilient Energy Union with a Forward-Looking 
Climate Change Policy” 

EU played a key role in the successful outcome of the Paris agreement

Climate change: a challenge of our times

“The message from Europe’s voters – and those too young 
to vote – is loud and clear: they want real action on climate 
change and they want Europe to lead the way.”

Ursula von der Leyen, President of the European 
Commission

 2019-2024 - New European Commission

 2014-2019 – Junker Commission



Adaption strategy on Climate Change

 Promote action by all member states
 Encourage all MS to adopt adaptation 

strategies
 Provide funding to help them build resilience
 Launch voluntary adaptation initiative for 

towns and cities 

 Make EU-level action 'climate-proof'
 Further integrate climate adaptation needs 

into key vulnerable sectors e.g. agriculture, 
fisheries, energy, regional development

 Make infrastructure more resilient 
 Promote insurance against disasters 

 Make decision-making better 
informed 

 Address knowledge gaps through research  
 Develop European climate adaptation 

platform as 'one-stop shop' for adaptation 
information in Europe 



• Resets Commission’s commitment to tackling climate & environmental-
related challenges

• Aims transform EU into fair & prosperous society- no net emissions of 
greenhouse gases 2050- world’s first climate neutral continent -
economic growth decoupled from resource use  

• Aims to protect, conserve, enhance EU's natural capital-protect health 
and well-being of citizens from environment-related risks and impacts -
people first

• Recognises drivers of climate change & biodiversity loss are global - not 
limited by national borders

• Propose first European “Climate Law” by March 2020 – enshrining the 
2050 neutrality objective in legislation



Horizon 2020 

• 2018 - €18 million for Increased resilience and 

sustainable reconstruction of historic areas to cope 

with climate change and hazard events

• Heritage at Risk: EU research and innovation for a 

more resilient cultural heritage 

http://openarchive.icomos.org/2330/1/ZZAD18005ENN.en.pdf

• STORM project https://cordis.europa.eu/project/id/700191

• HERACLES project http://www.heracles-project.eu/

• CLIC Project - Circular business & financial models for 

cultural heritage adaptive reuse in cities 
https://www.clicproject.eu/

• LIFE-IP AdaptInGR - Boosting the implementation of 

adaptation policy across Greece link

• Focus on adaptive re-use of built heritage - greener 

Europe during the EYCH + Leeuwarden declaration

• https://www.ace-cae.eu/uploads/tx_jidocumentsview/LEEUWARDEN_STATEMENT_FINAL_EN-

NEW.pdf

Cultural heritage for a sustainable Europe: 

Smart solutions for a cohesive and sustainable future

http://openarchive.icomos.org/2330/1/ZZAD18005ENN.en.pdf
https://cordis.europa.eu/project/id/700191
http://www.heracles-project.eu/
https://www.clicproject.eu/
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/life/project/Projects/index.cfm?fuseaction=search.dspPage&n_proj_id=6998
https://www.europeanlandowners.org/heritage-houses-for-europe/online-business-model-toolkit/


Copernicus EU

Copernicus EU www.copernicus.eu

Copernicus EU

Copernicus
monitors the Earth to 
ensure citizens are 
prepared and protected 
for crises, security risks
and natural or disasters 
caused by human 
intervention

w w w. c o p e r n i c u s . e u

Cultural heritage for a sustainable Europe: 

Smart solutions for a cohesive and sustainable future



COPERNICUS SIX SERVICES

Marine 
Environment

Land 
Monitoring

Atmosphere 
Monitoring

Emergency 
Management

Security

Climate 
Change

Cultural heritage for a sustainable Europe: 

Smart solutions for a cohesive and sustainable future



Culture

Copernicus Emergency   
Service

Emergency 
Management



Examples of Copernicus support to 
Cultural Heritage Management 

Natural subsidence, shifting ground, earthquakes 

Pollution attacking artefacts 

Buried archaeological sites 

Destruction of sites/looting 

Urban sprawl 

Climate change 

Land use changes 



Directorate-General for European Civil Protection 
and Humanitarian Aid Operations (DG ECHO)

• Emergency Response Coordination 
Centre (ERCC) 

• Heart of EU Civil Protection Mechanism 

• Coordinates delivery of assistance to 
disaster stricken countries, such as 
relief items, expertise, civil protection 
teams and specialised equipment.

• 24/7 Service

• 350 activations 2001-2019

•
•



Union Civil Protection Mechanism

VIDEO:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1
aoTdnOdwOQ

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1aoTdnOdwOQ


Directorate-General for European Civil Protection 
and Humanitarian Aid Operations (DG ECHO)

Union Civil Protection Mechanism

Prevention: support in assessing the risk and capabilities

Preparedness: trainings, exercises, experts exchange

Response: Emergency Response Coordination Centre

Monitor & Coordinate     







Union Civil Protection Mechanism (UCMP)

Legal basis:

Objective and scope: 

Art 1(2) The protection to be ensured by the Union Mechanism shall cover 
primarily people, but also the environment and property, including cultural heritage, 
against all kinds of natural and man-made disasters (…)



UCPM and cultural heritage

Prevention and Preparedness project: 

ProCultHer - 2018-2021 Protecting Cultural Heritage from 
the Consequences of Disasters 
https://www.proculther.eu/

Partners: Italy (consortium leader), France, Spain, Turkey & 
ICCROM

Aims:
• developing common European methodology-

guidelines/standard operating procedures for protecting 
cultural heritage during emergencies; 

• promoting development of preparedness arrangements -
including training standards; and

• developing preparedness measures for protection of 
cultural heritage during emergencies. 

https://www.proculther.eu/


UCPM and cultural heritage

Monitoring disasters -
Copernicus activation

2019 Venice Flooding: UCPM 
was not activated 

Information provided from 
Copernicus



UCPM and Cultural Heritage

Advisory missions - Prevention and Preparedness missions 

in non-emergency

• Requested by MS, a third country or the United Nations or 
its agencies

• Coordinated by the Commission, if expertise available in MS

• Technical expertise and advise



UCPM and Cultural Heritage

Mexico mission - following a disaster

In 2017 a series of earthquakes caused significant 

damage to Mexican cultural heritage

 8 Experts, 33 field visits in 2 weeks 

 1 Final report

Advisory missions

Contact : ECHO-B2-

ECRETARIAT@ec.europa.eu

mailto:ECHO-B2-ECRETARIAT@ec.europa.eu


Next steps – EU Cultural cooperation

EFACH Pillar 3 Safeguarding Endangered Cultural Heritage

Regulation (EU) 2019/880 of E.P. & Council-

introduction & import of cultural goods  

adopted in April 2019 https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX:32019R0880

New joint EU-UNESCO project-fighting illicit trafficking 

of cultural property in Western Balkans- to be launched 2020

Social platform NETCHER launched Jan 19 (2yr project) www.netcher.eu

gathers stakeholders involved in combatting illicit trade of cultural 

goods 

Study published in July 2019: Illicit trade in cultural goods in Europe. 
https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/d79a105a-a6aa-11e9-9d01-01aa75ed71a1/language-en/format-PDF/source-
114145594

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX:32019R0880
http://www.netcher.eu/
https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/d79a105a-a6aa-11e9-9d01-01aa75ed71a1/language-en/format-PDF/source-114145594


Next steps – EU Cultural cooperation

Horizon 2020 Call in 2018

Resilience and sustainable reconstruction of historic areas to cope with climate 
change and hazard events. 3 Projects selected

 SHELTER-Sustainable Historic Environments hoListic reconstruction through 
Technological Enhancement and community based Resilience (EUR 6M).
Link: https://cordis.europa.eu/project/id/821282

 ARCH-Advancing Resilience of Historic Areas against Climate related and other 
Hazards (EUR 6M)
Link: https://cordis.europa.eu/project/id/820999 ; 

 HYPERION-Development of a Decision Support System for Improved Resilience & 
Sustainable Reconstruction of historic areas to cope with Climate Change & Extreme 
Events based on Novel Sensors and Modelling Tools (EUR 6M)
Link: https://cordis.europa.eu/project/id/821054

Horizon 2020 Call 2019

Social platform on the impact assessment and the quality of interventions in 
European historical environment and cultural heritage sites

Project  SOPHIA – Social Platform for Holistic Heritage Impact assessment - started in Jan 
20 (EUR 1.5M) https://cordis.europa.eu/project/id/870954

https://cordis.europa.eu/project/id/821282
https://cordis.europa.eu/project/id/820999
https://cordis.europa.eu/project/id/821054
https://cordis.europa.eu/project/id/870954


Reference to the Paris Agreement (2015) & UN SDG 13 on climate 

action

Experts from EU Member States will identify & exchange good practices 

and innovative measures for the historical environment in relation to 

climate change. 

Sharing information on Horizon 2020 projects & EU activities, 

including  'Study on safeguarding heritage from disasters' 

Specific focus on:

• energy efficiency of historical buildings,

• design and transformation of the cultural landscape

• safety of heritage under extreme climate circumstances

Working methods: Open Method of Coordination, including a mapping 

exercise

Target outputs: awareness-raising and capacity-building of national 

heritage experts on sustainability of cultural heritage. 

+ Recommendations to contribute to discussions and planning of 

climate change measures at European and national level. 

Next steps – EU Cultural cooperation

2019-22 Work Plan for Culture -
Priorities:

Sustainability in cultural heritage

Cohesion and well-being

An ecosystem supporting artists, cultural 
and creative professionals and European 
content

Gender equality

International cultural relations

2020-2021 
Expert group on 

Adaptation to climate change

http://data.consilium.europa.eu/doc/document/ST-13948-2018-INIT/en/pdf#http://data.consilium.europa.eu/doc/document/ST-13948-2018-INIT/en/pdf


Awareness raising of importance of sustainable cultural tourism (SCT) 

SCT Open Method of Coordination member states working group report 

https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/164ea9c5-2255-11ea-
af81-01aa75ed71a1/language-en/format-PDF/source-118903778

Executive summaries 

https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/1aeff746-2255-11ea-
af81-01aa75ed71a1/language-en/format-PDF/source-118903969

Building on 55 recommendations for sustainable cultural tourism

New definition

Sustainable cultural tourism is the integrated management of cultural heritage 
and tourism activities in conjunction with the local community creating social, 
environmental and economic benefits for all stakeholders, to achieve tangible and 
intangible cultural heritage conservation & sustainable tourism development

Copyright and Photo Credit: © National Monuments Service Dept. of Culture, Heritage, and the Gaeltacht.

Next steps – EU Cultural cooperation

https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/164ea9c5-2255-11ea-af81-01aa75ed71a1/language-en/format-PDF/source-118903778
https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/1aeff746-2255-11ea-af81-01aa75ed71a1/language-en/format-PDF/source-118903969


Next steps – EU Cultural cooperation

Finalisation of Draft Conclusions on risk 
management in the area of cultural heritage under 
the Croatian Presidency

Emphasis on cooperation and sharing 



Summary

SUMMARY
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Next steps



https://europa.eu/cultural-heritage

Thank you

https://ec.europa.eu/culture/content/european
-framework-action-cultural-heritage_en

2018 - Safeguarding cultural heritage from 
natural and man-made disasters link

#EuropeForCulture

https://europa.eu/cultural-heritage
https://ec.europa.eu/culture/content/european-framework-action-cultural-heritage_en
https://europa.eu/cultural-heritage/toolkits/safeguarding-cultural-heritage-natural-and-man-made-disasters_en

